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| THE NON- PAYER 


THE ANTI - POLL TAX CAMPAIGN 


PRELUDE 

after decades of deteriation of working-class conditions, particularly in 

the latter half of the 70s, the Poll [fax was introduced as the culmination 

of all anti-working class laws and legislation. The viciousness and regressive 
nature of this tax caused such revulsion tnat inspired the biggest mass 
demonstration and civil disobedience this century. | 

Despite. low morale resulting from the defeat of the miners, teachers, printers, 
Gockers and other unions, but angered by an injustice which created untold 
hardship, and spurred on by millions of East Europeans fighting against 
oppression and harsh living conditions, the fight started in earnest in 
Scotland by community based organisations a year ahead of its implementation 


there.. 


INTRODUCTION 


fhe Poll Tax was put forward in the fory Party's 1987 election manifesto 
amid strenuous claims to its fairness, and behind a smokescreen of mis- 
information; firstly calling it a "Community Charge'; secondly relating it 
to provision of public services; and tnirdly claiming to make local 
autnorities ‘more democratic and accountable’ to the electorate. 
riaking everyone over tne age of 18 liable to pay tax, irrespective of their 
income, could leave no-one in doubt that this was indeed a ‘head tax’ 

| similar to the first Poll Tax introduced in 1361. | 


LMPLEHENTATION 
in the euphoria of the 1987 Tory election victory it was decided that the 
implementation of the Poll fax should be brought forward to April 1989 in 
Scotland and 1990 in England and wales (leaving out Northern Ireland for 
tne time being). 
Despite the spending of enormous sums of money by local autnorities, the 
compilation of Poll Tax registers, let alone its collection, brought chaos}; 
many registration officers, and even fory Councillors, resigned. 
The. government deemed it sufficient to rely on 
civil courts to obtain Liability Orders 
(in England and Wales) to arrest wages or 
Income support; the use of private bailiffs; 
and finally, if all else failed, the threat 
of imprisonment in order to coerce those 
least able to pay the tax. 
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Upto December 1991 some 25,000 hours of court time were spent issuing 
more than 10,500,000 Liablity Orders. A small percentage of this number 
(under 200,000) attended their court hearings and gained first hand 
experience of Britisn justice. 
Thanks to the efforts of non-paying activists, many millions learned 
now to resist councils, courts and bailiff threats. 3y December ‘92 ‘only 
around 200 people nad been jailed, for durations varying: from 10 days 


to 3 montas. 


Despite all tne intimidation and strenuous efforts of local autnorities, 


and most effective use of the media to blame non-payers for all tne 
country's shortcomings, there are still over 17 ‘million people who nave 
either paid very little or nothing at all, or have disappeared from tae 


register altogether. | | 
j > 


wiy WE MUST NEVER PAY 
The Poll fax was introduced to further shift the share of taxation from 


the rich to the poor. 
When the roll Tax was intro 


could not pay it. | 
Syen those with no income at all have been jailed for non-payment. 


as the aim of tne Poll [ax is to make these people hand over their money 


the only means of complete abolition is NON-PAYMENT. ‘ 


(3y abolition we mean : 

a) all debts to be written off 

b) no-one to be jailed for civil debt 7 

c) the replacement to be based on tne ability to pay)». | 
às councils become more desperate to collect, and the government tries | a 
to save itself from total defeat and political humiliation, no doubt | 
tney will resort to sending more people to jail. 

zor millions living below tne poverty line jail is the only option. 
fhis is precisely why we must all stand together and refuse to pay; 
to defeat this nated tax in its entirety - to masten its complete 
abolition and hence reduse the number of innocent people jailed, and 


the agony of millions more. 


duced it was well known that 8-10 million 


* e 5< 
ODD ODE 


is for people who are in this fight 

is for oppression and all things not right 

$s for Labour, who're not with us that's a fact 
is for leafletting, and we've done a lot of that 


is for Tories who try to pin activists against the wall 


is for amnesty, what we want for us all 
is for X-Ray, L don't know wnat that's doing here 
Yet all I know is that this bloody Poll ax 
Is now in it’s third year. 


I SAY WE PAY | 
THE POLL TAX £ 
WITH IT ek 
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(Your questions answered} 


—_ r pme ee) eee 


Dear Non~Payer, 

Surely the Poll [ax is fair, because 
everyone pays the same? 

Confused of Clifton. 


Dear Confused, 

You certainly are. dow is it fair 

for millionaires, milkmen, merchant 
bankers and pensioners to have to find 
the same amount? The Duke of Jjestminster 
saves about £5000 and a housewife witn 
children and no income has to find £400. 
Is it fair? dake Up. 


Dear Nonerayer, 

dhy should I pay extra to pate up 
for those who haven't paid? 
Rebellious of Aadford. 


pear ebel, 

juite right. hy should you? Don’ t. 
Lawyers are arguing taat tais is in 
fact illegal - nobody can be made to 
pay another's debt. von't do it. 
3etter still, pay notaing at alle 

In tais way we can get tne whole 
taing completely abolished fast. 

(p3 dow come we're getting Dlained 
for the extra £40 when we didn't 
get thanked for the £140 "reduction’?) 
Don't blame us. Join us. 


Dear Non-Prayer, 
why is the anti-Poll Tax campaign | 
continuing now that it's abolished? 


| Bewildered of Bulwell. 


Dear Bewildered 

I would be bewildered if I was told 
something was abolished and then got 
another bill for it; if I saw people 
being sent to courts and prison over 
something that had ceased to exist. 

If you believe it's been abolished 
you certainly shouldn't try to pay it. 


ear Non-rayer, | 

it's you non=-payers who are causing 
cuts in local services, isn't it? 
Bitter of BJestwood. 


uy dear friend, think back. Local 
services were being cut even before 
the Poll fax. 25% local funding is 
from the Poll fax; the rest is from 


‘sovernment grants, wnich have been 


slashed by 504 since 1979. 

dhen the Poll fax was brought in it 
was known that a) it would cost a 
reat deal to administer, and b) that 


millions of people would simply be 


unable to pay it. Yet they went anead. 
fhe rich nave had their bills greatly 
reduced; áo they honestly expect the 
poor to make up the difference? 
fhe non-payers are mostly the poor 
(obviously); they are also the ones 
who most need and want local services. 
By others supporting them in non= 
payment we can fight both for a fairer 
system 4nd better services. 
Ps If the council wants to save money 


they could stop wasting it on fruitkess|. 


pursuance of non-payers (spending 2/3 


-times as much trying to get it as 


they end up with if they succeed. 
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STEPS TO VICTORY - A NON=PAYER'S > GUIDE 


"I've decided not to pay any (more) Poll fax. . Now what ? " 


3ills and reminders : these come through the post. Ignore them. 


» Liability Orders : You will be summonsed to court to be issued with a 


piece of paper telling you to pay up; which you also ignore. 

in tne first year thousands of people turned up to court, clogging the 
system. Wow most people don't bother - thereby saving loss of wages, fares 
and shoe leather - as you get the same Liability Order whether you turn 


up or not, 


Bailiffs : (Also called Debt Recovery Ufficers). 

first you get a note througn your door saying that if you don't pay 

within so many days they will come to take your goods. 

this too yon should ignore, as 

a) tney don't always return, not naving enough numbers to get to everyone 

b) fney have no right of entry if you don’t let them in. 

Lf they do return and you feel threatened, get family, friends and neighbours 
round to give you support. 

Just remember : <eep doors and windows locked, and don't oven the door 


to anyone you don't know. 
If you are seriously worried, call one of the numbers on the back page. 


Wace Arrestment : You may be sent a form requesting details of your 
employment so that they can ask your „employer to stop the Poll lax out of 
you wages. 

Strictly speaking you can be fined for not returning this form. In practice 
thousands have ignored it and had no come-back, 

If you do decide to return it you might like to correspond with the council 
over such matters as ‘Jnat do you mean by employer? Is it the name of my 
boss?', etc. 

Ape non-payment with your work mates. Raise it in your Union. 

iiany employers would rather pay a fine themselves than have a disgruntled 
workforce (so says a small businesses Association chairman). 

As a last resort, if they begin SFr AS tment, consider changing/ leaving your 
job. A bit drastic? dow safe is anybody's job anyway these days? 


Deductions from benefit : voll fax can't be stopped from Unemployment 
genefit or pensions. 

It can be stopped from Income support, fher's little you can do about this; 
but you lose notning by appealing. If you already nave deductions from L.u. 
(ez. for fuel, loans, etc) there is a maximum of 254 of [.su. that can be 


= stopped in any week. oo if your deductions come to.a quarter of your benefit 


they can't stop voll rax as well. 


orison : fhis is a last resort. You can only be summonsed to a committal 
hearing after the council have tried all the above unsuccesfully. oo it 
takes a long time to get to this stage. nt 
a) If you turn up for your committal hearing : 

liagistrates are reluctant to send people to jail for. non-payment. 

[hey will ask about your financial situation. fhey will then order you to 
pay so much a week, with a suspended sentence of so many days should you 


default. If you fall into arrears they will call you back to court to ask 


why. they can then order a lesser amount, or impose the sentence, 


If you refuse outright to pay or discuss your means you can be sent straight 
to jail. 


b) If you don't turn up for your comaittal hearing ; 
A warrant will be issued, ordering you to court so that they can proceed 


as above, 


Aà lot of people have nad such warrants. issued and have ignored them; and are 
still ‘at liberty’ many months on. rhe police make only a token effort to 

follow them up (if at all) as they have better things to do than act as debt 
collectors for the council. In some areas they have refused to have any thing 


to do with then at all. 


Che maximum sentence is 3 months. fhis is rarely given, 
in the first 2 years of the Poll [ax some 200 people have been to jail for 
non-payment in England and wales (there is no jail for non-payment in scotland). 
Under the rates about 400 a year were jailed for failing to pay. 

’ It's common sense that they can't jail 17 million. so stand firm. 


Non=payment is a civil offence. You do not get a criminal record, 


N.B. Once you have been to jail for non-payment the debt becomes ‘uncollectable', 
fhe council may record the amount as ‘owed' on future bills, but this is a 
tecnnicality. As jail is a ‘last resort’ they lose all rights to try to collect it. 


fhis is the law. 


Dead But Not Yet Buried 


fhe Poll fax is dead I’m told 

duried, forgotten and gone | 

je can all pat ourselves on the back, i'm told 
NAUNG WRUNG WRUNG 


NO more crowded court rooms ÍI hear 

the councils are moving slow 

tney are waiting for tne local elections 
WO wO NO 


Bailiff scum firms are quitting 

You can see it with your very own eyes 
lost councils nave given up pursuing us 
wid Lineo- LEDO 


wo friends, it's not finished yet 

not by a very long score 

In fact now's the time to turn up the valve 
rut the pressure on even more 


there's still folks in prison 

there's still others to go 

there's still leafletting and campaigning 
here's still tùis to do, that to do and so 


Colin Brett 
April 1992 
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riake a vow to yourself tonight 
Before leaving this meeting in fact 
vo something positive this week 

my friends 
ACL. ACT AGE | 


ilelp spread the work load, 
| it’s rewarding, 
It's pay's very high you see Ris 
For what you'll see for your efforts 
is the accursed voll fax in the bin 
| of nistory. 


tAn e ey tay Sos Me ee 


NON- PAYERS get accused of being law breakers; of inciting others to break the law. 


Firstly : Non-payment of the Poll Tax is not a criminal 
offence. Even if you go to prison you do not get a 

criminal record. You are a Civil prisoner (and as 

such get ‘special’ privileges - eg. daily visits). 


Secondly : Civil disobedience nas a long and 
honourable tradition. If it wasn't for such 
actions women would still not have the vote. 


Thirdly ; what regard do tne Poll fax collectors 
have for tne law ? For laws tney made tnemselves? 
In the first year of summonses for Liaolity Urders 
non-payers throughout tne land were refused tne rignt to a ‘vlackenzie friend’ 
to assist them in court. It was later proved in tne Higa Court tnat taere was 
indeed legal entitlement to suca nelp. 

iany non-payers argued in court taat tne computer evidence used to issue 
Liability Orders against tnen was inacmissable. fney were told by Council 
solicitors, by Magistrates and by legally qualified Clerks to tne Court tnat 
tnis was not so. [wo years later the digh Court nas ruled taat the non-payers 
were correct - i.e. some 105 million Liability Urders had been issued on 
inadmissable evidence. Did the councils and courts apologise to these people? 
Did they withdraw the illegally issuec Urders? Not at all. Parliament rushed 
a new bill through to make them legal. 

Until 1992 it was the law that if there was no ledi Liablity urder issued, 
a debt became cancelled after 2 years. in January 1992, wnen they realised 
that the 2 years was nearly up for 1990 bills, and fearing tnat they couldn't 
get the above new law through in time, that law was cnanged overnight; giving 
tae councils 6 years to collect the tax. | | 


Pourthly ; It is well known that bailiffs are 

unscrupulous thugs. [hey nave little regard for 

the law. fhere are numerous incidents of bailiffs 

trying to take non-payers goods illegally. 

Yet all too often the police take the bailiff's 
side in such situations, and even actively help 

them in their illegal acts. 


So, government, councils, courts, bailiffs and 

‘police all ignore and/or change tne law as it 

suits them. 

Non-Payers are mat tie law breakers. 

we are exercising a basic human right to resist 
oppression and ti iuetice through peaceful civil 
disobedience, 

We upnold the moral law - defending the poor and weak. 


Many heroes of legend and history have been dubbed 
criminals ( and imprisoned ) - from Robin dood to 
the [olpuddle martyrs, from Jesus Christ to Ghandi 
and tiandela. we are not ashamed to be amongst these. 


'That which is unjust is unlawful’. George washington 


Saying ne no to the Poll Tax 1381 
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POLITICAL PRISONERS IN BRITAIN | 


dhy ‘Political’ prisoners ? 


Because Non-2ayers are-not imprisoned as a means of getting the money of: them. 
On the contrary, by imprisoning Non-Payers the council loses ali rights to 
pursue the debt. In fact it costs the council a great deal to take this step. 
(Un top of which it costs over ¿300 per week to keep someone in jail). 

Nor do councils have to send anyone to prison by law. (this is the only country 
in Europe that imprisons for civil debt). 

šo jailing Non-Yayers is purely intimidatory. It is meant to frighten us and 
keep us in our place =- i.e. subservient to whatever laws mignt be imposed, 
however unjust. 

fhe extent to which this is used as a threat can be clearly seen in the numbers 
of pensioners who have been jailed in iingland and wales (there is no imprisonment 
for debt in scotland)-- men and women in their 60s, 70s, 80s and even SOs: 
Perhaps we are supposed to cower in panic, thinking if they can do this to these 
brave old fighters what will they do to the rest of us? i 

3ut such inhuman cynicism has backfired. Lt has made reasonable people all the 
more determined. If tnese, often frail and ill, pensioners can stand up for 
themselves and others, surely the more able-bodied of us can.emember that each 
of us taking up a prison cell prevents another old person or single parent being 
taere. | | 

inside jail we have found that almost all tne other prisoners and warders are 
sympathetic., they see the stupidity of sending Non-rayers into already overcrowded 
jails; and know also that they are there either througn poverty or as a matter 
of principle. | | 


fhe Nottingham befence Fund exists to support anyone. jailed due to tne Poll Tax. 
Advice, moral and, where necessary, financial support can be provided (eg. money 
for visits, Postal Orders to prisoners for toiletries, etc). Non-Payers can also 
be put in touch with those who have already been ‘inside’. 


je should also remember those jailed following the frafalgar square demonstration 
of 31.3.90; some still serving long sentences for vublic Urder offences - whicn 
most people now realise means tnati they defended thenselves and otners: against 
brutal police attacks on an otherwise peaceful demonstration. some cases are 

still waiting to be neard « | 

similarly, sentences have just beén passed on 4 people arising fron a demonstration 
in Colchester prior to frafalgar square. Uthers are also still to be tried. those 
just sentenced, and those wno were found not guilty, have spent 3 months 

travelling daily to Norwich for the trial. : 


Both imprisoned Won-Payers and those serving longer sentences because of 
opposition to the Poll fax need our support. 3 
Öne way is- to write letters or send cards of encouragement. 

rioney is also needed (as ever.) to supply them with weekly cash and help 
family and friends with visiting. | | 


ror information about prisoners, advice or donations, contact ; | ep | 


tlottingham Defence rund : 
Box NDP, 72 Radford Road, Nottingham — wy A 


or ‘phone : 780557 or 608363 
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panny anita ttt LCT ELLE CL LE ALLA ALLL ELLA Na 
MEETINGS & CONTACTS 


- 


Meetings may be changed from time to time, so check with the contacts. 


If your area is not mentioned here, contact any of the numbers for 
information or advice. 


If you want to set up a group of your own, we'll be glad to help. 


Group eetings | Contact 
Broxtowe Alternate wednesdays | 3 
7230 Deme 
The Star, Beeston - 4 
Clifton | | pS 
| | L3 
Lenton : 34 
radford | | oF 
Rushcliffe 2nd Wednesday of month 63 . 
8.00p.m.- 


fest atch pub 
Jest Bridgford 


f Nottingham Defence Fund ~ see details on previous page 
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